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THE 100 TAKA NOTE

Every day, at exactly 10 AM, an old woman named Rokeya
Bibi would walk into UCB. She always carried a small cloth
purse, worn out from years of use. She never withdrew large
amounts. Instead, she deposited a single 100 taka note—
nothing more, nothing less.

The bank officers found it unusual. Why not deposit in bulk?
Why every day? One day, curiosity got the better of a young
officer, Nusrat. She smiled as Rokeya Bibi approached the
counter. Amma, can I ask you something?” The old woman
nodded kindly. ‘Why do you deposit just 100 taka every day?’
Rokeya Bibi chuckled softly, ‘Because every day, I earn just
100 taka’ Nusrat frowned. ‘But Amma, keeping money in
the bank is safer. You could deposit weekly or monthly. The
old woman shook her head, ‘My son is in college. I promised
him that no matter what, I would save something for his
future—every single day. If I wait too long, life might get
in the way. She sighed, looking at the note in her wrinkled
hand. T wash clothes, clean houses. Sometimes I feel too
tired to work. But when I think of this note going into his
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education fund, I find the strength to continue’ Nusrat felt a
lump in her throat.

From that day on, every time Rokeya Bibi walked in, the bank
staff greeted her with new respect. Years later, she stopped
coming. The branch felt her absence. Then, one morning, a
young man in a graduation gown stepped into the bank. He
approached the counter and placed an old cloth purse on
the desk. ‘My mother used to come here every day; he said
softly. ‘She passed away last month. But before she left, she
told me, ‘Go to UCB. That’s where your future is waiting.
Nusrat opened the account details. The savings were enough
for his entire university tuition. The young man wiped his
tears. ‘She always said she saved little by little. I never knew
how much it truly meant’

That day, as he left the bank, he didn't just carry money. He
carried his mother’s lifelong sacrifice, turned into his future.

Some deposits aren’t just money. They are promises kept.

Anik Islam, Senior Officer
Darus Salam Road Branch
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